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1.0
Introduction

The WSSD, 2002 will come a decade after the historic United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, which adopted Agenda 21 as blue print for sustainable development. Major issues to emerge over this period have been the globalization of markets, driven by communications advances, trade liberalization, and economic policies, creating new levels of wealth but also widening the gap between the rich and a growing number of poor. During the last 10 years, a number of lessons have been learned and various initiatives have been launched at different parts of the world. The crux of all activities needs to be designed to integrated poverty reduction, social development, governance and environmental improvement to achieve sustainable development. 

The clouds of issues have been discussed at the various forums as part of the global preparatory process for the Rio+10 summit. Issues are listed below with possible way forward for the Asia and the Pacific region.  

2.0
Cloud of Issues

The many points/issues that have been brought forward by governments and civil society for WSSD include: 

· Rio+10 summit should focus on issues relating to key environmental insecurity, such as health, freshwater, and energy;

· Policy recommendations for the environmental issues must be framed in an integrated manner, which address social and economic dimensions and include all the relevant stakeholders in the policy formulation phase;

· New environmental policy must be framed in the larger goal of poverty eradication and which will support the achievement of sustainable livelihood and recognize poor as important agents of change;

· Environmental stewardship must be promoted via the life cycle approach;

· Effective application of economic instruments to check environmental degradation should be discussed;

· Concept of sustainable fisheries should be promoted addressing the problem of subsidies in the sector, conduct more research and monitoring, more proactive support for the coastal poor population, provide more support for implementation of straddling stock agreements;

· For the health related issues, links to be addressed between poor sanitation, water quality and related health problems, promoting AIDS to the top of the health agenda and making health a key indicator for success of sustainable development;

· On the energy related issues, phasing out of subsidies for conventional energy sources, improving the reliability of energy supplies in developing countries through promotion of renewable energy and green house gas abatement, link the sustainable energy debate with the Kyoto process;

· To address forestry issues, integrate the forest provisions of relevant instruments such as CITES, RAMSAR, CCD, CBD, FCCC, etc into a coherent statement of sustainable forestry goals, recognize the political, economic and environmental dimensions of the forestry debate;

· Regarding issues of freshwater, the following consideration should be addressed: link water and sanitation, include safe water measures into poverty eradication strategies, link water to climate change, promote public/private partnerships, address the issue of subsidies, link water to consumption issues, mechanism for ensuring safe water to poorest;

· Consumption and production issues should be addressed in the summit. While debating on consumption and production, there is the need to decouple economic and social development from environmental impacts. The 1998 Hunan Development Report demonstrated the growing gap between the richest consumers in the world and the poorest fifth of the global population, whose consumption has decreased in recent years;

· On the priority development issue of aid, it should be demand driven and focused on the poorest countries. The policy making process of development cooperation must be more transparent with greater participation of civil society;

· There are important governance issues related to the implementation and compliance problems of the environmental treaty regimes. These regimes should better coordinated and rationalized and lesson learned from each should be shared and disseminated in a more systematic manner. There are also number of issues related to strengthening and improving the international environmental negotiation process;

· Discuss the role of science and technology into decision-making process and improvement of quality of life of people;

· Integration of local dimension and local actors into global decision making must be addressed.  It will be the key for successful implementation. 

3.0
Shared Vision

Some of the points brought forward where there is general agreement include:

· 2002 must place a special focus on development aspects of sustainable development; 

· The Summit must articulate a new vision for sustainability.  New challenges, pressure and impact of globalization on the sustainability agenda should be addressed;

· The Summit must ensure a balanced and integrated agenda. One of the central failings of Rio+5 was the domination of environmental agenda over development dimensions. An integrated agenda can build on the review process;

· Frame a new development paradigm which not only takes into account the economic growth imperatives, and environmental protection, but also assures the broad based participation and an equitable distribution of benefits between and within states; 

· Key focus must be given on issues of poverty eradication, consumption and production. The summit must provide political impetus to the international development targeting of halving the proportion of people living in extreme poverty by 2015 and the necessary programme and resources should match it. The political message must clearly articulate that poverty eradication is the fundamental to the achievement of sustainable development;

· 2002 Earth Summit should not produce another plan of action, but rather focus on implementation problems and a cluster of priority and substantive and institutional issues;

· The new and emerging issues could include: freshwater, health, AIDS, impact of globalization, transport, energy, and environmental security; 

· The Summit must to assess the underlying problems in global environmental governance systems, which have been the main bottleneck for implementation of Agenda 21;

· The summit should also catalyze renewed political commitments on international treaties negotiation namely Kyoto Protocol, Biosafety Protocol, etc.;

· The Summit must develop a consensus on meeting the International Development Goals 

· Commitments on implementation of regional action programme for environmental sound and sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific as agreed in Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development, held in Kitakyushu, Japan, 2000.  

4.0
Way forward

4.1 
Content

There is an agreement that a substantive paper will be prepared for consultations, discussion, and review for each of the five sub-regions. These papers will build as much as possible on national level preparations. It is further agreed that a regional synthesis paper will be prepared for a common position on the Asia and the Pacific. 

The discussions at the various processes from national to global level will at some stage need to be brought together into common clusters or groupings. With the information available at the present time, four clusters are proposed. 

1. Poverty and rural development

2. Natural resources management 

3. Urban and industrial development 

4. Financing, institutional and governance 

4.2 Methodology

The issues are proposed to be addressed by using the Pressure-State-Impact-Response framework. The Pressure-State/Impact-Response model is one of the most commonly applied frameworks in analyzing an issue today. It provides a systematic categorization of socio-economic, environmental and natural resource information under four headings: stresses or agents of environmental change, resources assets, environmental quality, and societal response.

Pressures are often classified into underlying forces such as population growth, energy consumption, industrial activities. Human activities exert pressure on the environment. This causes the state of the environment to change. Society, at different levels, will then respond to this change with policies that affect human activities and directly affect the state of the environment as well. Temporal and spatial information on pressure variables would provide the foundation for estimating future projections of state or impacts of an issue.

The State refers to the prevailing conditions of the environmental issue resulting from the pressure. For example concentration of pollutants such as SO2, PM are state variables for the issue of air pollution. This state of the issue will, in turn, impact on human health and the ecosystem. 

Society responds to these changes at different levels in the form of new legislation, new technologies, changing community values, international obligations and economic reforms. These social responses affect both the state of the issue and human activities (pressure). The ability to respond depends on the quantity and the quality of the information available on the state and impact of and pressures on the issue.   

Report Preparation

Broad guidelines for preparation of the regional and sub-regional report have been prepared. It is agreed that the report should cover the following: 

· Reporting on Agenda 21- Main achievement, lesson learned and major constraints faced by the subregion since UNCED in the implementation of Agenda 21;

· Identification of priority issues – Priority issues are to be identified and analyzed linking the existing baseline data to the desired goals under the four proposed clusters;

· Vision- International Development Goals (IDG) need to be translated at the regional, subregional and national levels for setting vision e.g. reduction in poverty, improvements in health and education, and protection of environment; and
· Mechanism for Implementation- Specific time bound measures to be undertaken, new initiatives and commitments within subregion towards overcoming constraints, institutional and financial requirements and opportunities that have emerged since UNCED, address ways of strengthening the institutional framework for sustainable development. 
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