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I. Chairman’s Summary

1. Participants engaged in active discussions that included reports on other related meetings mounted by various groups and institutions held in the region contributing to the WSSD, observations and suggestions on the progress of sustainable development in the region, and suggestions on improving the draft Regional Platform on Sustainable Development for Asia and the Pacific. The following salient points emerged from the Round Table discussion:

· Some progress has been made in the implementation of Agenda 21, with some countries making more progress than others.  However, there is a general sense that overall progress has been far from satisfactory.

· Clear and concrete strategies and policies should therefore be defined and operationalised, and tangible and urgent measures need to be promoted for progressing along a sustainable development path.

· The region has the most diverse ecological, economic, social and political situation and challenges.  Certain issues were of more critical concern in certain sub-regions (e.g. water resources in Central Asia; climate change in the South Pacific).  Addressing specific needs and setting priorities from the region should therefore be tackled taking these diversities into account, avoiding “one-size-fits-all” approaches that may not be applicable in all countries in the region.

· Participants reaffirmed priority sustainable development issues in the region addressed in the Regional Platform.  These include poverty, globalization, capacity building, financing for sustainable development, technology transfer, good governance, natural resources protection, sustainable energy development, freshwater, marine ecosystems, desertification and land degradation, and biodiversity, etc.

· However, participants voiced their concern over omission or inadequate treatment in the Regional Platform of other key issues.  These include gender equity, environmental safety and security, negative impacts of globalization, the external debt burden, growing militarism, disaster mitigation and prevention, intellectual property rights issues and technology transfer, and biotechnology issues particularly on genetic engineering.  The importance of highlighting local values and traditions, especially of indigenous peoples, was emphasized.  It was also pointed out that investments should not be seen simply as a financing mechanism but an opportunity for concrete interventions toward sustainability.  

· Participants expressed strong concern on the negative aspects of globalization including the imbalance of power in the World Trade Organization (WTO), the concentration of wealth in and inordinate power of multinational companies, unsustainable consumption patterns, unres​pon​sive​ness of international financial mechanisms to the real needs of countries, and unsustainable investments.

· A critical element for attaining sustainable development is good governance.  This involves effective decentralization of government functions and resources, curbing graft and corruption, and providing for active and meaningful participation of stakeholders, including civil society organizations and the business sector.  To this end, formal mechanisms for multi-stakeholder participation in sustainable development processes such as national and local councils for sustainable development need to be institutionalized.

· A number of delegates made specific comments on several paragraphs of the Regional Platform for consideration by governments, based on the concerns described above.  Government representatives were requested to take note of and act on the recommendations of the roundtable in finalizing the Regional Platform.

· As the largest and fastest growing region in the world, success or failure of global sustainable development will be tested in Asia and the Pacific.  The region should therefore send a strong message to the World Summit on Sustainable Development on priority issues and on measures needed from the global community towards sustainable development in the region.

2. The Round Table featured a special panel discussion on financing for sustainable development, noting the need for the region to make a contribution to the upcoming International Forum on Financing for Development in Monterrey, Mexico in March 2002.  Salient points from this discussion included the following: 

· Strong disappointment was expressed on the failure of rich countries to achieve the Rio target of allocating 0.7 percent of GDP for official development assistance.  Notwithstanding this reality of diminishing official development assistance, this situation should not be taken as a given, thereby “letting the rich countries off the hook”.  Several European countries have actually been able to achieve the 0.7 percent target, suggesting that political will may be the greatest obstacle to its achievement.

· Given this reality, there is a need to mobilize more domestic resources for sustainable development.  This includes the need to improve tax administration, which requires responsible action not only by those in government, but also by business and civil society.  Domestic resources also include those coming from private sector and civil society groups.

· More effective use of financial resources for development, whether external or domestic, will be facilitated by greater decentralization of sustainable development efforts, to give stronger responsibility to those who are closer to the problems on the ground.

· The need for improved coordination of official development assistance coming from different sources was stressed.  This requires capability-building on the part of recipient countries, who should ideally take responsibility for such coordination to ensure ownership of development activities supported by such assistance.   South-South cooperation schemes to undertake capability-building with support from donor countries and institutions would be a way to increase the efficiency of such support.

· Debt relief through debt reduction and debt swap arrangements continue to be an important mechanism for addressing the financing needs of highly indebted poor countries.




II. Proceedings of the Round Table

3. The Asia-Pacific Round Table on Sustainable Development was held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 27 November 2001.  The Round Table was jointly organized by the Asian Development Bank, the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme, and hosted by the Royal Government of Cambodia.  The meeting was held as part of the regional preparatory process for the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) to be held in September 2002. 

4. The Round Table was attended by government representatives, international organizations, chairpersons of the subregional intergovernmental preparatory meeting, chairpersons of the subregional stakeholders' meetings, chairpersons of the two Regional Round Tables of Eminent Persons, representatives of various stakeholders major groups, including representatives of business, industry, consumers, indigenous people, local authorities, conservationists, journalists, NGOs, youth and women. 

5. Mr. Kim Hak-Su, Executive Secretary of ESCAP delivered the welcome address followed by the opening statement by the Chairman and the keynote address by His Excellency Mr. Mok Mareth, Minister of Environment.  Presentations were also made by the Chairperson or representative of the two Eminent Persons round tables, sub-regional intergovernmental meetings, sub-regional stakeholder meetings, the Regional Forum on Business Opportunities for Sustainable Develop​ment, and the UNEP/UNIDO Regional Industry Consultation. 

6. The Chairman Dr. Cielito F. Habito welcomed the keynote address delivered by H.E. Mr. Mok Mareth highlighting main issues, strategies and policy options towards sustainable development that set the tone for discussions by the Round Table. 

7. In his opening remarks, the Chairman stressed the need to view sustainable development as the effective integration and holistic consideration of environmental, economic and social dimensions of development.  He also stressed the need to integrate the local, national and global level concerns of sustainable development, while integrating efforts of key stakeholders.  He suggested that description of the sustainable development problems (the “what” questions) not be dwelled on, and instead enjoined the participants to focus more on the reasons for persistent problems of unsustainability in the region (the “why” questions) and the strategies and actions needed to advance sustainable development (the “how” questions).  

8. The Chairman noted that while most of the issues discussed were fairly well known, what is important at this stage is to identify ways and means for meeting the challenges arising from these urgent issues, and translating those into concrete actions.   The Earth Charter was mentioned as an important rallying point for changing people’s attitudes and behavior towards greater responsibility and sustainability. 
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