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I.    Chairman’s Summary 


The summary of the deliberations of the Meeting as highlighted by the Chairman of the High-level Regional Meeting was as follows:

1.
While some progress had been made in the implementation of Agenda 21, the majority of countries had been experiencing a deterioration of environmental quality and a depletion of natural resources stocks. It was therefore considered imperative to remove constraints and translate policies and strategies into tangible actions.

2.
The diversity in economic, ecological and cultural backgrounds also led to some differences in the obstacles to sustainable development. As there were many challenges to face and problems to solve, it was imperative to set priorities in order to solve these problems.

3.
Unsustainable development trends in the region were attributable to poverty, negative impacts of globalization, heavy debt-burden, and a lack of mechanisms for participation of stakeholders, including civil society.

4.
In order to alleviate poverty, measures should be undertaken to promote income generating micro-enterprises, strengthen micro-financing mechanisms by creating stronger ties with small-scale enterprises, enhance the role of private sector and facilitate the required reforms in the financial and capital markets to enable the effective functioning of the private sector.

5.
Illiteracy, poor health and prevalence of diseases, air pollution, climate change, forests, land degradation and desertification, biodiversity, water pollution, energy, management of oceans, freshwater and natural disasters were identified as main priority issues or areas of concern in the region.

6.
The involvement of stakeholders, particularly non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and women, in the decision-making process was beneficial to formulating and implementing policies.

7.
National autonomy, good governance, economic growth with equity, political stability, democracy, a minimum level of education and public disclosure of information were identified as necessary prerequisites for sustainable development.

8.
There was a need to consolidate best practices from the region in supporting the implementation of Agenda 21.  Those best practices could be used as case studies by countries in the implementation of Agenda 21.

9.
The utilization of science and technology could improve production efficiency, mitigate natural disasters, promote better management of natural resources and control pollution.

10.
There was a need to facilitate the transfer of clean and environmentally sound technologies on favourable terms to developing countries, particularly technologies such as clean coal technology. It was hoped that the World Summit on Sustainable Development would revitalize the Rio spirit, push forward concrete action for a worldwide consensus on policies and initiatives for further implementation of Agenda 21 and the transfer of environmentally sound technologies.

11.
The use of information and communication technologies was advocated for disseminating information on the efficient use of resources and promoting public participation in implementing sustainable development efforts.

12.
The global partnership between developed and developing countries to support sustainable development initiatives must be reinvigorated and developed countries must be urged to meet their commitment related to the official development assistance (ODA) target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product (GNP).

13.
It was proposed that the Global Environment Facility as a financing mechanism should support projects related to desertification.

II.    Proceedings

14.
In his policy statement, Mr. Kim Hak-Su, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), stated that the main purpose of the High-level Meeting was to formulate and adopt a regional platform of issues, priorities, goals and actions aimed at promoting economic and social development that was needed to improve the quality of life of the people without destroying the region’s natural resources. He stressed that to attain sustainable development, the region would have to make clear and definite choices: to reject poverty as an acceptable human condition; to cope with globalization; to conserve biological diversity and properly manage natural resources, including land, water, air, forests, mountains, coastal zones and the oceans; to develop and build the region’s capacity, improve governance and strengthen institutional mechanisms to enable full and meaningful participation of both government and civil society in sustainable development; and to provide the needed financial resources for sustainable development. He closed by saying that mankind’s failure to achieve sustainable development would have fateful consequences and that if mankind was to survive up to the end of the new millennium it was essential to follow a development path that was economically sustainable, environmentally sound and socially equitable.

15.
Mr. Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, recognized the efforts made by Governments and people in the past decade to combat poverty and hunger as well as to promote the sustainable use of their natural resources. Although the situation was getting worse, the slowing down of the global economy had been supplemented by disasters caused by natural and human factors, such as recurrent droughts, accelerating spread of desertification, catastrophic floods, and civil strife. He hoped that with desertification being a new focal area of the Global Environment Facility, more substantive steps to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought could be taken while acknowledging the inextricable linkage between poverty and desertification. He concluded by stating that the quest to fulfil the basic needs and aspirations for a better quality of life had environmental impacts.  That raised the challenge that with continued environmental degradation, the environment’s capacity to meet today’s needs would be reduced and the world’s ecological goods and services would be jeopardized in the future. 

16.
Mr. Cielito Habito, Chairman of the Asia-Pacific Round Table on Sustainable Development, presented the Chairman’s summary report on the deliberations at the Round Table. The salient points that emerged from the Round Table discussion indicated that some progress had been made in the implementation of Agenda 21, with some countries making more progress than others.  There was a general sense, however, that overall progress had been far from satisfactory. In addressing specific needs and setting priorities from the region there was a need to take into account regional diversities, avoiding “one size-fits-all” approaches that might not be applicable in all countries of the region.  Strong concern was expressed on the negative aspects of globalization, including the imbalance of power in the World Trade Organization (WTO), the concentration of wealth in and inordinate power of multinational companies, unsustainable consumption patterns, unresponsiveness of international financial mechanisms to the real needs of countries, and unsustainable investments. A number of specific comments on several paragraphs of the Regional Platform were made for consideration by government representatives who were requested to take note of and act on the recommendations of the Round Table in finalizing the Regional Platform. The Round Table also featured a special panel discussion on financing for sustainable development. It expressed strong disappointment over the failure of rich countries to achieve the Rio target of allocating 0.7 per cent of GNP for official development assistance. Given that reality, the need to mobilize more domestic resources for sustainable development was emphasized. Debt relief through debt reduction and debt swap arrangements were also highlighted as important mechanisms for addressing the financing needs of highly indebted poor countries.

17.
The Chairman of the Round Table noted that while most of the issues discussed were fairly well known, what was important at the current stage was to identify ways and means for meeting the related challenges and translating them into concrete actions. 

18.
The country representatives presented their national policies and strategies towards the promotion of sustainable development, highlighting the progress made and constraints faced in the implementation of Agenda 21.  A summary report of the issues raised in national policy statements had been given in the summary report of the chairman of the High-level Meeting.

19.
The Meeting also noted the policy statements made by the following specialized agencies or other organizations in the United Nations system, intergovernmental and civil society organizations: the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the United Nations University, the World Health Organization, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the Global Environment Facility, the Asia Pacific Forum for Women, Law and Development, the Kitakyushu Forum on Asian Women and the Third World Network.

III.    Organization of the MEETING

A.    Opening session

20.
The High-level Regional Meeting for the World Summit on Sustainable Development was held in Phnom Penh on 28 and 29 November 2001. The Meeting was jointly organized by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), ESCAP, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  It was hosted by the Government of Cambodia. 

21.
At the opening session, statements were made by the Executive Secretary of ESCAP, the Deputy Executive Director of UNEP, the Chief of the Office of Environment and Social Development, ADB, and the Assistant Administrator and UNDP Regional Director for Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States.  A message was also read out on behalf of the Under-Secretary-General of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA).  The inaugural address was delivered by H.E. Samdech Hun Sen, Prime Minister of Cambodia.

22.
In his welcoming statement, the Executive Secretary of ESCAP expressed his appreciation to the Government of Cambodia for hosting the event and the warm hospitality accorded to the delegations.  He thanked the co-organizers of the Meeting, UNDP, UNEP and ADB for their support and cooperation. He made special mention of the support extended by DESA.  He observed that while the region had made significant gains, it was still far from achieving its goal of sustainable development. Poverty reduction and managing globalization were the region’s biggest challenge. It was for the same reason that the work of ESCAP was currently focused on poverty reduction and managing globalization. He hoped that the implementation of the Regional Platform on Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific would serve as a major initiative to attain the desired objectives of sustainable development in the region. 

23.
In his statement, the Deputy Executive Director of UNEP stressed that the World Summit was an overarching framework encompassing political, economic and social fora, Governments and civil society at all levels.  He said the greatest challenges ahead were that the relentless poverty and globalization might further exacerbate poverty and marginalization.  They therefore constituted the principal items on the agenda of the World Summit.  He highlighted the inextricable and mutually reinforcing link between poverty and environmental degradation and pointed out that the success to alleviating poverty would hinge upon access to market and adequate financial assistance and technology transfer to developing countries. 

24.
The Chief of the Office of Environment and Social Development, ADB, in his statement, highlighted the assistance of ADB to Governments in policy formulation, capacity-building, strengthening local governments and civil society, and providing support for local actions towards sustainable development. He stressed that the preparatory process for the World Summit and the summit itself should focus on action-orientated decisions that would involve national environment, planning and finance agencies to ensure eventually sustainable economic growth, inclusive social development, and improved governance encompassing legal and judicial reform, improved public accountability and public participation in decision-making.

25.
The Assistant Administrator and UNDP Regional Director for Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States stated that while the threat of environmental degradation was global, the impact was most severe in the developing world and disproportionately brutal on the poor.  He added that to succeed in meeting the Millennium Declaration’s goals, the terms of the global debate would have to be changed since too many saw environmental protection as a cost rather than a worthwhile investment.  He called for launching a new plan of action at the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  In that connection, the main role of UNDP would lie in assisting countries to build cross-sectoral capacities and to put in place effective policies for sustainable development.  He pointed out that through Capacity 21, the Global Environmental Facility’s Small Grants Programme and the Montreal Protocol, UNDP had been assisting countries in implementing Agenda 21.

26.
The message from the Under-Secretary-General, DESA, highlighted the importance of regional actions for achieving sustainable development. It pointed out that progress had been made in understanding the needs and requirements of sustainable development and specific actions had been implemented, but many fundamental concerns remained. It emphasized that the World Summit must concentrate its deliberations in four areas - making sustainable development operational, managing the challenges of globalization, mobilizing financial resources, and promoting actions on conservation of natural resources such as freshwater, oceans, soil and forests.  

27.
In his inaugural address, the Prime Minister of Cambodia called for a “war against poverty” in order to achieve sustainable development. He pointed out that the goals of sustainable development should be economic growth and equitable distribution of economic benefits while protecting the environment. The four key areas that needed targetting for development were education, health, agriculture and rural development. He stressed that major lessons learnt since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, held in 1992, were that peace and stability were crucial for sustainable development. Stakeholders’ participation, such as NGO and media partnerships, and the private sector’s contributions were also critical. He emphasized that sustainable development would need a new model based on the concept of sharing, community involvement and human rights. Accordingly, Cambodia had set up national committees for assessment of sustainable development by 2002 to promote good governance; sustainable use of natural resources; promote education; undertake human resources development; and tackle health issues, including the human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.  He mentioned that Cambodia had signed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, the Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa, the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, and the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat.

B.    Attendance

28.
The Meeting was attended by the following members and associate members of ESCAP: Armenia; Australia; Azerbaijan; Bangladesh; Bhutan; Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; China; Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; Fiji; France; India; Indonesia; Islamic Republic of Iran; Japan; Kazakhstan; Kiribati; Kyrgyzstan; Lao People’s Democratic Republic; Malaysia; Maldives; Marshall Islands; Micronesia; Mongolia; Myanmar; Nepal; Netherlands; New Zealand; Pakistan; Palau; Papua New Guinea; Philippines; Republic of Korea; Russian Federation; Samoa; Singapore; Sri Lanka; Thailand; Tonga; Turkey; Turkmenistan; Tuvalu; United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; United States of America; Vanuatu; Viet Nam; Cook Islands; and Niue. 

29.
Representatives of Canada, Denmark, South Africa and Sweden also attended the Meeting, in accordance with paragraph 9 of the terms of reference of the Commission.

30.
The following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were represented: Department of Economic and Social Affairs; Global Environment Facility, International Maritime Organization, International Monetary Fund, United Nations Children’s Fund; United Nations Development Programme; United Nations Environment Programme; United Nations Population Fund; United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification; United Nations University; International Labour Organization; United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization; World Health Organization; and World Bank.

31.
The following intergovernmental organizations also attended:  Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Mekong River Commission, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, South Asia Cooperative Environment Programme, South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission, South Pacific Regional Environment Programme, Asian Development Bank and Intergovernmental Commission on Sustainable Development in Central Asia.

32.
Representatives of NGOs and major groups attended the Meeting as observers.

C.    Election of officers

33.
The following bureau was elected for the Meeting: H.E. Mr. Mok Mareth, Minister of Environment, Cambodia, Chairperson, H.E. Mr. Vardan Ayvazyam, Minister of Nature Protection, Armenia, H.E. Mr. Shahjahan Siraj, Minister of Environment and Forests, Bangladesh, H.E. Dato Haji Ahmad Haji Jumat, Acting Minister of Development, Brunei Darussalam, H.E. Ms. Deng Nan, Vice-Minister of Science and Technology, China, H.E. Mr. Nabiel Makarim, Minister, State Ministry of the Environment, Indonesia, H.E. Mr. Hironori Hamanaka, Vice Minister of Global Environmental Affairs, Japan, H.E. Mr. Radbek B. Eshmambetov, Minister of Ecology and Emergency Situations, Kyrgyzstan, H.E. Mr. Michael Konellos, Minister of Finance, Marshall Islands, H.E. Hon. Resty Shotaro, Deputy Secretary of Finance and Administration, Micronesia, H.E. Mr. Chimiddorj Ganzorig, Minister for Industry and Trade, Mongolia, H.E. Mr. Ramon Paje, Under Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources, Philippines, H.E. Hon. Tuala Sale Tagaloa, Minister of Lands, Surveys and Environment, Samoa, H.E. Mr. Matkarim Rajapovick Rajapov, Minister of Nature Protection, Turkmenistan, H.E. Mr. Bui Manh Hai, Vice-Minister of Science, Technology and Environment, Viet Nam, Vice-Chairpersons, and Mr. Effendy Sumardja, Assistant State Minister of Environment, Indonesia, Rapporteur.

D.    Agenda

34.
The Meeting adopted the following agenda: 

1.
Opening of the Meeting.

2.
Election of officers.

3.
Adoption of the agenda.

4.
Regional Platform on Sustainable Development for Asia and the Pacific:


(a)
Assessment of the implementation of Agenda 21;


(b)
Key regional sustainable development issues and goals;


(c)
Specific proposals to the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

5.
Other matters.

6.
Adoption of the report. 

E.    Regional Platform on Sustainable Development for Asia and the Pacific

35.
The Meeting deliberated on the Phnom Penh Regional Platform on Sustainable Development for Asia and the Pacific.  It was adopted and it was agreed to submit the Platform to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, together with the Regional Message for the 10-year Review of the Implementation of the Outcome of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development and the Regional Action Programme adopted at the fourth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific, 2000.

F.    Adoption of the report

36.
The Meeting adopted its report on 29 November 2001.

.   .   .   .   .
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